
IS 2548 (Part 2) : 1996 Plastic Seats and Covers for Water-Closets —

Specification Part 2 Thermoplastic Seats and Covers ( Fifth Revision ) 

Plastic seats and covers used in water closets are essential components of sanitary fixtures 

which provide a hygienic and comfortable experience to the users. Plastic seats and covers are 

classified on the basis of the type of material out of which they are moulded, namely, 

thermosetting and thermoplastic, and this Indian Standard lays down the specification for 

thermoplastic one. 

High-quality water-closet seats and covers are expected to be durable, impact resistant, and 

free from warping or staining. They should also have smooth finishes, withstand regular 

usage, and maintain their appearance over time. Additionally, good-quality seats and covers 

must resist water absorption, support a reasonable amount of weight without damage, and be 

easy to clean without deteriorating in the presence of household cleaners. 

The Indian Standard addresses these consumer expectations by setting stringent quality 

parameters for thermoplastic seats and covers. It specifies the use of durable materials like 

polystyrene or polypropylene, ensuring strength and longevity. The standard includes 

detailed testing procedures for various aspects, such as water absorption, impact resistance, 

and surface hardness. For example, it mandates tests for water absorption to ensure minimal 

moisture retention, which can affect hygiene. It also outlines impact and rigidity tests to assess 

the product’s resilience under regular use. 

Furthermore, the standard harmonizes the dimensions of seats and covers with existing 

guidelines (IS 2556 Part 2: 1994) and introduces additional endurance tests to ensure durability 

over extended periods. These comprehensive specifications help manufacturers produce 

reliable and high-quality products, aligning with consumer expectations for performance and 

safety in sanitary installations. 


