
IS 2185 (Part 1):2005 – Concrete masonry units - 

Hollow and solid concrete blocks 

Ensuring Strength, Durability, and Quality in Construction 

 

IS 2185 (Part 1):2005 outlines the standards for hollow and solid concrete blocks used in 
building construction. These concrete blocks are commonly used to create walls, partitions, 
and other structural parts of a building. Made from a mix of cement, sand, and water, 
concrete blocks are an affordable and durable option for construction, offering strength and 
stability. 

For consumers, the main concerns with concrete blocks are strength, durability, consistency 
in size, and ease of use during construction. The blocks need to be strong enough to support 
the weight of buildings, especially for load-bearing walls. They should also absorb minimal 
water to avoid problems like dampness or mold in the building. Additionally, the blocks must 
be of uniform size, making them easier to stack and build with, ensuring the construction 
process is quick and efficient. 

IS 2185 (Part 1):2005 addresses these concerns by setting clear requirements for the materials 
and methods used to make these concrete blocks. The standard defines the minimum strength 
that blocks must have, as well as limits on how much water they can absorb. It also specifies 
the acceptable size for the blocks to ensure they are consistent and fit together properly when 
used in construction. 

The standard also emphasizes the need for quality control during production. Manufacturers 
are required to test the blocks to ensure they meet strength and durability requirements. It 
also includes guidelines on how the blocks should be handled and stored to avoid damage. 

Overall, IS 2185 (Part 1):2005 ensures that hollow and solid concrete blocks meet the 
necessary standards for strength, durability, and consistency, making them a reliable choice 
for building safe, long-lasting structures. 

 


