
 

 

Is 1321 (part 1) :2003 sisal ropes — specification part 1: untarred varieties 

Indian Standard (IS) for untarred, electro-mechanically made sisal ropes, specifically 
focusing on hawser-laid, shroud-laid, and cable-laid varieties. These ropes are 
constructed using sisal fiber (Agave Sisalana), known for its strength and durability. 
The standard provides specifications for different rope diameters, ranging from 6mm 
to 144mm depending on the type of rope. 

It is expected sisal ropes to exhibit specific quality parameters to ensure their 
suitability for various applications. Key among these is high breaking strength, which 
dictates the rope's ability to withstand tension without snapping. Consistent linear 
density throughout the rope is also crucial, ensuring uniformity in weight and 
performance. Consumers also expect the rope to be well-laid, meaning the strands 
and yarns are tightly and evenly interwoven, contributing to strength and preventing 
unravelling. Furthermore, the pitch of the rope is important, impacting its flexibility 
and handling characteristics. Proper lubrication is desired for protection and 
enhanced lifespan, and rot-proofing treatment is often required for resistance against 
mildew, fungus, and bacteria. 

The IS 1321 (part 1) addresses these expectations by outlining specific requirements 
and testing procedures for each parameter. It defines the minimum number of yarns 
per strand based on rope diameter to ensure adequate strength. Tolerances on linear 
density, diameter, and pitch are stipulated to maintain consistency and predictability. 
The standard mandates the use of quality sisal fibre and prohibits hand-spun yarn to 
guarantee rope construction integrity. It also prescribes the use of lubricants and rot-
proofing agents to enhance durability and longevity. By adhering to these 
specifications, manufacturers can assure consumers of sisal ropes that meet the 
required quality and performance benchmarks. 

 


