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Electric horns are essential components in vehicles, used to alert others to your presence on the road. 

Powered by the vehicle's electrical system, they produce a loud sound when the driver presses a button 

or lever. Unlike older mechanical horns, electric horns use a diaphragm that vibrates when electricity 
passes through it, producing a sharp sound. 

The Indian Standard IS 1884: 1993 specifies the requirements for electric horns used in automotive 

vehicles, covering 6V, 12V, and 24V variants. Electric horns are critical for vehicle safety, providing 

an audible warning system that allows drivers to alert others of their presence or intent, thus 

enhancing road safety for all users. 

High-quality electric horns should have loud, clear sound output, a suitable frequency range for 

audibility, and robust construction to withstand vibrations, weather, and environmental elements. 

Ideally, horns should produce sound levels between 85 dB and 125 dB, with minimal distortion. 

Durability, corrosion resistance, and waterproofing are also essential for prolonged functionality 

in diverse operating conditions, from city traffic to extreme rural environments. 

IS 1884 addresses these expectations by specifying rigorous performance, durability, and safety 

requirements. The standard includes sound pressure level limits tailored to different horn types, 

ensuring that each meets the necessary decibel levels for effective signalling. It also provides 

requirements for vibration resistance, corrosion resistance (using salt spray tests), and moisture 

protection, verifying that the horns are both water spray-proof and water-sealed when required. 

Endurance testing of up to 100,000 cycles is mandated to assess operational longevity, and insulation 

resistance tests guarantee electrical safety even under high humidity. 

This standard ensures that electric horns on vehicles in India meet high-quality benchmarks for 

reliability, safety, and durability. Conformance to IS 1884 help manufacturers in providing 

efficient, long-lasting horns that contribute positively to public safety on Indian roads, while giving 

consumers and regulators confidence in the product’s resilience and effectiveness. 

 


