
 

 

IS 3993:1993 SPECIFICATION FOR INSTRUMENT TRAYS 

 

IS 3993:1993 is an Indian Standard specification for instrument trays, which are widely used in healthcare 

settings to hold, transport, and organize surgical instruments and medical supplies during procedures. The 

standard defines the requirements for material, construction, design, and labeling to ensure these trays 

meet safety, durability, and hygiene standards in medical environments. 

 IS 3993:1993, instrument trays should be made from corrosion-resistant materials, commonly stainless 

steel, to withstand repeated sterilization without degradation. Alternative materials may be used if they 

meet equivalent standards for hygiene, strength, and durability. The surface must be smooth and non-

porous to facilitate cleaning and prevent bacterial growth. 

The standard specifies precise dimensions to ensure consistency and compatibility with medical 

equipment. The trays are typically rectangular with smooth edges and rounded corners, designed to hold 

instruments securely without causing damage. Standardized dimensions also ensure trays fit into various 

sterilization equipment, such as autoclaves, allowing seamless integration in clinical workflows. 

IS 3993:1993 mandates that instrument trays be able to withstand high-temperature sterilization 

processes, including autoclaving, without compromising quality. This makes them suitable for repeated 

use in sterile environments, essential for infection control in healthcare facilities. 

The tray’s smooth design with rounded edges prevents injury during handling and minimizes 

contamination risks. The construction should allow easy handling, stacking, and organization, facilitating 

safe and efficient instrument management in medical settings. 

Each tray must have clear, durable markings with the manufacturer’s name, batch number, and any other 

identification details, remaining legible after multiple sterilization cycles to support traceability and 

quality control. 

IS 3993:1993 ensures that instrument trays are durable, safe, and hygienic, providing a standardized, 

reliable solution for healthcare providers.  


