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Indian Standard IS 3462:1986 SPECIFICATION FOR UNBACKED FLEXIBLE PVC FLOORING

Unbacked Flexible PVC Flooring is a type of flooring made from polyvinyl chloride (PVC) that
does not require a backing layer. It is widely used in residential, commercial, and industrial
settings due to its durability, low maintenance, and versatility. This flooring is designed to be
flexible, making it easy to install, even in areas that may need custom fitting or curving. It is also
highly resistant to stains, water, and wear and comes in a variety of colours and patterns.

Customers look for flooring that can withstand abrasions, scuffs, scratches, and punctures,
especially in high-traffic areas. Slip resistance is also an important safety feature, particularly in
wet environments. Additionally, its flexibility and ease of installation are essential for adapting
to surface contours and irregularities. Customers also prioritize water absorption resistance,
stain resistance, and chemical resistance, along with a variety of colours and patterns to match
their design preferences. Moreover, concerns about low VOC emissions (volatile organic
compounds) and environmental impact are becoming increasingly significant.

The Indian Standard IS 3462:1986 for unbacked flexible PVC flooring addresses these customer
needs by outlining the necessary material composition, including thickness, tensile strength, and
wear resistance, to ensure long-lasting durability. The standard also provides guidelines for
dimensional stability, which helps prevent issues like curling or warping during installation. It
includes provisions for slip resistance to ensure the flooring is safe for various environments.
Additionally, IS 3462 requires testing for chemical resistance, stain resistance, fire resistance, and
compliance with environmental and health standards to meet customer expectations for safety
and sustainability.

In summary, adhering to IS 3462:1986 helps manufacturers produce unbacked flexible PVC
flooring that meets key quality standards expected by customers. This ensures that the product
is durable, safe, easy to maintain, and aesthetically pleasing, while also addressing growing
concerns about environmental impact and human health.




