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IS 15884 standard for prepayment meters is significant to users for several reasons, mainly due 

to the advantages it brings in terms of energy management, convenience, and control.  

Prepayment Meters require users to pay for electricity before using it, which helps them 

control and monitor their spending on electricity. This approach reduces the risk of large, 

unexpected bills since users can pay in advance for exactly what they intend to consume. 

Prepayment systems encourage users to be more conscious of their energy usage. Since users 

pay upfront, they tend to use energy more efficiently, as they are more aware of their 

consumption patterns. IS 15884 standard compliant meters provide users with immediate 

feedback on energy usage, which can help them make more energy-efficient choices, leading 

to potential cost savings. 

IS 15884 standard specifies the technical and operational requirements for prepayment 

meters, ensuring they function consistently and accurately across different regions and 

utilities. The standard ensures meters are accurate and reliable as they undergo testing 

of accuracy requirements (Cl. 5.6), Electromagnetic Compatibility (Cl. 5.5), Safety tests 

like ac High Voltage test, Impulse test, IR test (Cl. 5.4), and test of climatic influences (Cl. 

5.2), and Robustness of meter accounting process (Cl. 6.2). So, users can trust the device 

to give them fair readings, which aids in maintaining a consistent budget.  

IS 15884:2024-compliant meters are designed with enhanced security features to prevent 

tampering and unauthorized access, protecting users from potential fraud or meter 

tampering that could lead to incorrect billing or service disruption. This compliance also 

means better security against data breaches or unauthorized changes to the meter’s 

configuration, which could otherwise lead to unfair charges. 

IS 15884 is covered under compulsory certification through the Order, called as the Plugs and 

Socket-Outlets and Alternating Current Direct Connected Static Prepayment Meters for Active 

Energy (Quality Control), Order 2021 implemented with effect from 01st June 2022. This means 

that the prepayment meters shall conform to the IS 15884 and shall bear the Standard Mark 

under a license from the Bureau of Indian Standards as per Scheme-I of Schedule-II of the 

Bureau of Indian Standards (Conformity Assessment) Regulation, 2018. 

As such, IS 15884 is important to users because it ensures prepayment meters are reliable, 

transparent, secure, and user-friendly. This standard enables users to monitor their energy usage 

effectively, control costs, and enhance their overall experience with their electricity provider. 

 


