
 

IS 2096: 1992 Asbestos Cement Flat Sheets — Specification (First Revision) 

Asbestos cement flat sheets are widely used in construction for applications such as external 
wall claddings, partitions, false ceilings, panelling, furniture, and dado work. Known for 
their durability, these sheets provide a more robust alternative to asbestos cement building 
boards, which are typically more porous and intended mainly for interior use. The sheets can 
be manufactured through either water-curing or humid-curing processes to enhance their 
strength and longevity. 

Asbestos cement flat sheets are expected to have consistent quality, strength, and durability 
to meet the demands of both internal and external applications. They need to have properties 
such as high bending strength, minimum thickness, dimensional stability, and density 
which contribute to the sheet’s performance in various architectural and structural roles. 

The Indian Standard, IS 2096:1992, addresses these expectations/properties by defining 
specific requirements for the composition, dimensions, and performance of asbestos cement 
flat sheets.  

The standard specifies rigorous performance tests to ensure the sheet’s durability and 
reliability in structural applications. These include tests for bending strength, thickness, edge 
straightness and squareness, and density.  The sheets are categorized into two classes based 
on their minimum bending strength and density for different structural and architectural use: 

• Class 1: Semi-compressed sheets 
• Class 2: Fully compressed sheets 

By setting these benchmarks, IS 2096:1992 ensures that asbestos cement flat sheets 
consistently meet essential quality and durability standards for construction, thereby enhancing 
their value and suitability for both indoor and outdoor use. 

 


