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IS 2712 Gaskets and Packings - Compressed Asbestos Fibre Jointing

Compressed Asbestos Fibre (CAF) Jointing is a sealing material created by compressing
asbestos fibers with elastomers and fillers into sheets. Known for its resilience, CAF jointing
is used extensively in industries to create gaskets that prevent fluid or gas leaks in systems
exposed to high temperatures, pressures, and chemicals. CAF jointing’s strength and thermal
stability make it suitable for applications in industries like petrochemicals, energy, and
manufacturing, where it is used in boilers, pipes, valves, and pumps.

Consumers of CAF jointing products expect high durability, resistance to extreme
conditions, and reliable performance over time. Specifically, they look for materials that
can withstand a variety of chemicals (such as oils, steam, acids, and water), remain
structurally stable under high-pressure conditions, and minimize the risk of leaks that could
lead to costly downtime or hazardous incidents. Given the health concerns associated with
asbestos, consumers also expect clear safety guidelines, handling instructions, and compliance
with health standards to mitigate potential risks.

The Indian Standard IS 2712 addresses these expectations by providing a comprehensive
specification for CAF jointing materials. It categorizes the sheets by grade according to
Applications and temperature and pressure tolerance, ensuring users can select the right
product for specific service conditions. IS 2712 specifies physical and mechanical
requirements, such as density, compressibility, recovery, tensile strength, oil absorption,
water absorption, and resistance to acids to confirm the material’s ability to withstand harsh
industrial environments. Furthermore, the standard includes stringent safety guidelines, such
as mandatory product markings, safety data sheets, and warning labels to inform users of
proper handling and potential risks. By defining quality benchmarks and testing methods, IS
2712 helps maintain consistent product performance and safety, giving industries the assurance
that their CAF jointing materials meet regulated standards for durability, safety, and
environmental responsibility.




