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NATIONAL FOREWORD  

This Indian Standard which is identical to ISO 16016 : 2016 ‘Technical product documentation — 
Protection notices for restricting the use of documents and products’ issued by the International 
Organization for Standardization (ISO) was adopted by the Bureau of Indian Standards on 
recommendation of the Drawings Sectional Committee and approval of the Production and General 
Engineering Division Council. 

The text of ISO standard has been approved as suitable for publication as an Indian Standard without 
deviations. Certain conventions are, however, not identical to those used in Indian Standards. Attention 
is particularly drawn to the following: 

a) Wherever the words ‘International Standard’ appear referring to this standard, they should be
read as ‘Indian Standard’; and

b) Comma (,) has been used as a decimal marker while in Indian Standards, the current practice
is to use a point (.) as the decimal marker.

The Committee has reviewed the provisions of the following International Standards referred in this 
adopted standard and has decided that they are acceptable for use in conjunction with this standard: 

Title 

Two-letter codes for the representation of states, other entities and 
organizations 

WIPO Standard ST.16 Standard code for the identification of different kinds of patent 
documents 

International Standard 

WIPO Standard ST.3 

For the purpose of deciding whether a particular requirement of this standard is complied with, the 
final value, observed or calculated expressing the result of a test or analysis, shall be rounded off in 
accordance with IS 2 : 2022 ‘Rules for rounding off numerical values (second revision).’ The number 
of significant places retained in the rounded off value should be the same as that of the specified 
value in this standard. 
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Introduction

The existence of document and product protection, as well as its extent, is primarily oriented towards 
fulfilling the requirements of industrial property rights and copyright law. In order to draw the 
attention of users to this legally provided protection, additional safeguards are recommended through 
the use of protection notices that forestall the improper use of documents and products.

Normally, full protection is afforded only by appropriate contractual agreements between the involved 
parties. The protection notices specified in this International Standard serve to warn and explain. They 
are designed to facilitate the furnishing of proof and offer additional safeguards to authors and holders 
of commercial protection rights.

If any national laws require additional or other requirements for national trade, for example the use of 
national language, those requirements are to be respected.

   The WIPO standards cited can be obtained from:

   World Intellectual Property Organization

   34 chemin des Colombettes

   CH-1211 Geneva 20

   http://www.wipo.int/portal/en/index.html
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TECHNICAL PRODUCT DOCUMENTATION — PROTECTION 
NOTICES FOR RESTRICTING THE USE OF DOCUMENTS AND 

PRODUCTS

1 Scope

This International Standard specifies the protection notices which serve to prevent the improper use of 
documents and products whose usage is restricted.

With the benefit of a uniform text, protection notices draw attention to the existence of an industrial 
property right or copyright. Furthermore, they clearly show that the owner of the right claims legal 
protection to the fullest extent and, in addition to this, they restrict the utilization of the documents or 
products concerned.

2 Normative references

The following documents, in whole or in part, are normatively referenced in this document and are 
indispensable for its application. For dated references, only the edition cited applies. For undated 
references, the latest edition of the referenced document (including any amendments) applies.

WIPO Standard ST.3, Two-letter codes for the representation of states, other entities and organizations

WIPO Standard ST.16, Standard code for the identification of different kinds of patent documents

3	 Terms	and	definitions

For the purposes of this document, the following terms and definitions apply.

3.1
document
medium with information recorded on or in it

[SOURCE: ISO/IEC Guide 2:2004, 3.1, Note 2 to entry]

Note 1 to entry: This definition covers paper documents, electronic data, software programmes, graphics, videos 
and recorded sounds.

3.2
product
thing or substance produced by a natural or artificial process

[SOURCE: ISO 10303‑1:1994]

4 Indication of protection rights

4.1 General

It is recommended that holders or licensees of protection rights who wish to draw attention to these 
rights and avoid their infringement use the markings specified in 4.2 to 4.4.
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4.2 Copyright

The existence of a copyright is indicated by

— either the character C in a circle, or

©   Name of owner of original or transferred rights, followed by the year of the first publication of 
the document.

NOTE This notice corresponds to article III, paragraph 1 of the Universal Copyright Convention, which 
also provides that the mentioned data be designated in a manner that expresses the reservation of copyright 
with sufficient clarity.

— by the designation.

“Copyright reserved”

4.3 Patents and utility models

The existence of a patent notice is indicated by the character P in a circle, and that of a utility model 
notice by the character U in a circle, followed by these three data elements:

— the country code according to WIPO Standard ST.3 (corresponding to ISO 3166‑1[3] supplemented 
by the code for international organizations concerned with commercial protection laws);

— the publication or registration number;

— letter code according to WIPO-Standard ST.16.

EXAMPLE 1 �P    FR 2 775 254 A1.

EXAMPLE 2 �U    US 5,927,354 B.

4.4 Designs (industrial designs)

Designs may be designated by the term “registered design” or “design patent”. The existence of a design 
is indicated by the character D in a circle, followed by these two data elements:

— the country code (see 4.3);

— the registration or publication number of the design.

EXAMPLE �D    DE 496 00 0001.
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4.5 Protection of topography of semiconductor product

The existence of a protected topography of a semiconductor product is indicated by a capital T as 
follows:

T, 'T',  [T] , T*, , TT

This symbol is followed by the name of the owner of topography of semiconductor product or an 
abbreviation by which the name is recognized or is generally known.[4]

NOTE 1 This notice corresponds to article 9 of Reference [4] on the legal protection of topographies of 
semiconductor products. This legal protection is extended to persons from a Member of the World Trade 
Organization (WTO) by Reference [5].

NOTE 2 The characters *M* or character M in a circle are also used (mask work notice in according with § 909 
of Reference [6].

4.6 Registered trademark

The existence of a registered trademark is indicated by the character R in a circle, ®.

This character is used to provide notice that the preceding mark (word or symbol) is a trademark or 
service mark that has been registered with a national patent and trademark office.

This character is immediately following the mark (word or symbol) in superscript style.

Unregistered trademarks may be marked with characters TM. Unregistered service marks may be 
marked with characters SM. The characters are immediately following the mark (word or symbol) in 
superscript style.

4.7 Use

The above‑mentioned notices may be used when citing protected documents or products in other 
publications, such as catalogues, offers, or brochures. If it is not possible to use the circled character, 
for example because it is not within the character set of the text‑processing system being used, the 
complete term shall be typed for example, Utility Model CH 679439 B5.

The copyright notice refers to the prohibition of physical reproduction, while notices for patents, utility 
models and designs refer to the prohibition of the use for commercial purposes of the technical principle 
on which the related object (or process) is based, and forbid reproduction or copying for commercial 
use. These protection notices do not affect the communication of information on the documents or 
products in question.

5 Wording of mention protecting the documents

5.1 Complete version

For additional protection of the content or information, it is recommended that the following wording 
be employed:

“The reproduction, distribution and utilization of this document as well as the communication of its 
contents to others without express authorization is prohibited. Offenders will be held liable for the 
payment of damages. All rights reserved in the event of the grant of a patent, utility model or design.”

The explicit term for the document concerned (for example, technical drawing, instruction, etc.) may be 
used instead of the word “document” where this is judged to be preferable. The restriction of the use of 
a document may be suspended by means of the written consent of the holder of the protection rights.
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It is recommended that the documents destined for cession to other language partners be provided 
with one of the language versions of the protection notice presented in Annex A.

5.2 Abridged version

Where use of the complete version is not expedient the following abridged version may be used:

“Refer to protection notice ISO 16016”

However, this version should be avoided wherever possible.
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Annex A 
(informative) 

Translations of the protection notice given in 5.1

Table A.1

Language code 
(language name) 
in conformance 
with ISO 639[7]

Text

cs
(Czech)

Reprodukování, šíření a využití tohoto dokumentu, rovněž sdělení jeho obsahu třetí osobě, 
je bez výslovného souhlasu zakázáno. Porušení zákazu vede k odpovědnosti za vzniklou 
škodu. Všechna práva jsou vyhrazena rovněž v případech uděleného patentu a zapsaného/
registrovaného užitného vzoru nebo průmyslového vzoru.

da
(Danish)

Dette dokument må ikke videregives til andre eller mangfoldiggøres, og dets indhold må ikke 
udnyttes eller offentliggøres, uden vores udtrykkelige tilladelse. Overtrædelser af dette vil 
medføre krav om skadeserstatning. Alle rettigheder forbeholdes, særling retten til gennem-
førelse af patent‑, brugsmodel‑ eller mønsterbeskyttelse.

de
(German)

Weitergabe sowie Vervielfältigung dieses Dokuments, Verwertung und Mitteilung seines In-
halts sind verboten, soweit nicht ausdrücklich gestattet. Zuwiderhandlungen verpflichten zu 
Schadenersatz. Alle Rechte für den Fall der Patent-, Gebrauchsmuster- oder Geschmacksmus-
tereintragung vorbehalten.

es
(Spanish)

Sin expresa autorización, queda terminantemente prohibida la reproducción total o parcial 
de este documento, así como su uso indebido y/o su exhibición o comunicación a terceros. A 
los infractores se exigirá el correspondiente resarcimiento por daños y perjuicios. Quedan 
reservados todos los derechos inherentes, en especial los de patentes, de modelos registrados 
y estéticos.

fr
(French)

Toute communication ou reproduction de ce document, sous quelque forme que ce soit, et 
toute exploitation ou communication de son contenu sont interdites, sauf autorisation ècrite 
expresse. Tout manquement à cette règle est illicite et expose son auteur au versement de 
dommages et intérêts. Tous droits réservés pour le cas de la délivrance d’un brevet, d’un 
modèle d’utilité ou d’un modèle de présentation.

it
(Italian)

È vietato consegnare a terzi o riprodurre questo documento, utilizzarne il contenuto o 
renderlo comunque noto a terzi senza esplicita autorizzazione. Ogni infrazione comporta 
il risarcimento dei danni subiti. Sono riservati tutti i diritti derivanti dalla concessione di 
brevetti per invenzioni industriali di utilità o di brevetti per modelli ornamentali.

ja
(Japanese)

ks
(Korean)

nl
(Dutch)

Zonder uitdrukkelijke voorafgaande toestemming is het verboden dit document dan wel de 
hierin vervatte informatie te gebruiken voor andere doeleinden dan waarvoor de informatie 
is vrijgegeven, dan wel te vermenigvuldigen, verspreiden of op enige andere wijze aan derden 
bekend te maken. Overtreders zijn verplicht de hieruit voortvloeiende schade te vergoeden. 
Alle rechten zijn voorbehouden, in het bijzonder het recht om octrooien, gebruiksmodellen 
en siermodellen aan te vragen.
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Language code 
(language name) 
in conformance 
with ISO 639[7]

Text

no
(Norwegian)

Kopiering, distribusjon og utnyttelse av dette dokumentet såvel som offentliggjøring av 
dets innhold uten vår uttrykklige tillatelse er ikke tillatt. Overtredelse vil medføre krav om 
skadeserstatning. Alle rettigheter forbeholdes, særlig retten til gjennemførelse av patent‑, 
bruksmodel‑ eller mønsterbeskyttelse.

pl
(Polish)

Reprodukcja, rozpowszechnianie i wykorzystywanie niniejszego dokumentu, jak również 
przekazywanie jego zawartości innym, bez uzyskania formalnego upoważnienia, są zabro-
nione. Naruszający ten zakaz będą zobowiązani do wyrównania strat. Wszystkie prawa 
zastrzeżone w przypadku udzielenia patentu na wynalazek, prawa ochronnego na wzór 
użytkowy lub wzór przemyslowy.

pt
(Portuguese)

A reprodução, a distribuiҫão e a utilizaҫão deste documento, assim como a comunicação do 
seu conteúdo a terceiros, são proibidas sem autorização expressa. Os infractores serão re-
sponsabilizados por perdas e danos. Todos os direitos são reservados no caso da concessão 
de uma patente, modelo de utilidade ou desenho industrial.

ru
(Russian)

sv
(Swedish)

Detta dokument får inte utan vårt tillstånd utlämnas till obehörig eller kopieras; ej heller 
får dess innehåll delges obehörig eller utnyttjas för obehörigt ändamål. Överträdelse med-
för skadeståndsansvar. Alla rättigheter förbehålls, särskilt rätten att inlämna patent- eller 
mönsterskyddsansökningar.

zh
(Chinese)

Table A.1 (continued)
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