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NATIONAL FOREWORD

This Indian Standard (First Revision) which is identical to ISO 8643 : 2016 ‘Jewellery — Ring-sizes — Definition,
measurement and designation’ issued by the International Organization for Standardization (ISO), was adopted by
the Bureau of Indian Standards on the recommendation of the Precious Metals Sectional Committee and approval
of the Metallurgical Engineering Division Council.

This standard was originally published in 2011. This revision is being undertaken as the corresponding
ISO 8653 : 1986 has been revised as ISO 8653 : 2016.

The text of ISO standard has been approved as suitable for publication as an Indian Standard without deviations.
Certain conventions are, however, not identical to those used in Indian Standard. Attention is particularly drawn
to the following:

a) Wherever the words ‘International Standard’ appear referring to this standard, they should be as read as
‘Indian Standard’.

b) Comma (,) has been used as a decimal marker while in Indian Standards, the current practice is to use a
point (.) as the decimal marker.

In reporting the results of a test or analysis made in accordance with this standard, if the final value, observed or
calculated, is to be rounded off, it shall be done in accordance with IS 2 : 1960 ‘Rules for rounding off numerical
values (revised)’.
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1	 Scope

This International Standard specifies a method to measure the ring-size using a ring stick with defined 
characteristics, which is mainly used during manufacturing steps, and specifies the designation of 
the ring-size.

NOTE	 For jeweller-consumer relationships, the finger size is measured with a finger gauge set made up of a 
ring for each size with the same diameter and tolerance than the ring stick ones.

2	 Terms and definitions

For the purposes of this document, the following terms and definitions apply.

2.1
ring-size
circumference of the bigger cylinder that could be inserted in the ring

3	 Apparatus

The ring-size is measured using a metric ring stick having the following characteristics:

a)	 length of the measurement scale: 160,0 mm ± 0,5 mm;

b)	 diameter and tolerances for each ring-size according to Table 1;

c)	 minimum ring-size: 41;

d)	 maximum ring-size: 76;

e)	 material: metal, or material with equivalent wear resistance.

Table 1 — Diameter and tolerances of the ring stick for the ring-size

Ring-size Diameter
mm

Tolerances
mm

41 13,05 ±0,02
51 16,23 ±0,02
61 19,42 ±0,02
71 22,60 ±0,02
76 24,19 ±0,02

Ring stick characteristics shall be regularly checked, for example, with a finger gauge set that satisfies 
dimensions given in Table 1.
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4	 Ring-size measurement

4.1	 Method

The ring to be measured is slid down the ring stick without any external force. The point of measurement 
corresponds to the contact point of the ring on the ring stick, which depends on the inside profile of the 
ring or, for some cases, on the particularity of the ring shape.

4.2	 Ring inside profile

Two kinds of profiles are distinguished:

—	 the rounded inside profile where the contact point and the measure point are located in the middle 
of the ring’s thickness according to Figure 1;

—	 the flat inside profile where the contact point and the measurement point are located at the bottom 
of the ring thickness according to Figure 2.

Key
A point of measurement

Figure 1 — Principle of size measure of rings having rounded inside profile

Key
A point of measurement

Figure 2 — Principle of size measure of rings having flat inside profile

4.3	 Particular shapes of rings

4.3.1	 General

Some rings have particular shapes and could not be categorized in the profiles defined in 4.2. Some 
particular positions of these rings on the ring stick are then specified, for the most common cases. A 
measurement method for the corresponding ring-size is also defined.

4.3.2	 Ring with mounting, signet-ring

The ring mounting or the flat part of the signet-ring shall be put on the flat surface of the ring stick. The 
measurement is done according to the method specified in 4.2. It depends on the inside profile of the ring.
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Key
1 ring stick
2 ring

Figure 3 — Position of any rings with mounting or of any signet-rings

4.3.3	 Ring with several interlaced circles

The size of a ring which constitutes several interlaced circles is read under the bottom of the ring (the 
measurement point is equivalent to the flat inside profile).

4.3.4	 Square ring

A square ring is placed on the ring stick so that the circle is inscribed in the square ring, that is, in such 
a way that the flat sides of the ring are not placed on the flat sides of the ring stick. The measurement of 
the ring-size depends on the inside profile of the ring, as defined in 4.2.
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Key
1 ring stick
2 square ring

Figure 4 — Position of a square ring on the ring stick

5	 Designation

The size of the ring shall be designated by the number of this International Standard followed by the 
inner circumference of the ring expressed in millimetres rounded to the nearest millimetre.

EXAMPLE 1	 Designation for a ring with a ring-size of 43  mm measured in accordance with this 
International Standard:

      Ring-size ISO 8653 - 43

If the ring-size is marked on the ring, only the circumference is indicated.

EXAMPLE 2	 43
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Bureau of Indian Standards

BIS is a statutory institution established under the Bureau of Indian Standards Act, 2016 to promote harmonious
development of the activities of standardization, marking and quality certification of goods and attending to
connected matters in the country.

Copyright

BIS has the copyright of all its publications. No part of these publications may be reproduced in any form without
the prior permission in writing of BIS. This does not preclude the free use, in course of implementing the standard,
of necessary details, such as symbols and sizes, type or grade designations. Enquiries relating to copyright be
addressed to the Director (Publications), BIS.

Review of Indian Standards

Amendments are issued to standards as the need arises on the basis of comments. Standards are also reviewed
periodically; a standard along with amendments is reaffirmed when such review indicates that no changes are
needed; if the review indicates that changes are needed, it is taken up for revision. Users of Indian Standards
should ascertain that they are in possession of the latest amendments or edition by referring to the latest issue of
‘BIS Catalogue’ and ‘Standards: Monthly Additions’.
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