Terms of Reference (ToR)

for 

 Research Project

	1. TITLE OF THE PROJECT:
A comprehensive study of gap areas in the existing frameworks of higher education institutes — Phase 2 Quantitative study.


	2. REFERENCES
Terms of Reference for the research project on ‘A comprehensive study of gap areas in the existing frameworks of higher education institutes — Phase 1 Qualitative study’ and its study report.


	3. BACKGROUND
The project aims to prepare an analytical report on quantitative analysis of the conceptual framework developed existing education framework and the functioning of higher education institutes.
The project aims to prepare an analytical report that will serve as the basis for the identification of new subjects for standardization in the education services sector

	4. OBJECTIVE 

The primary objective of the project is the collection of information/data related to outcomes of R&D projects on ‘A comprehensive study of gap areas in the existing frameworks of higher education institutes — Phase 1 Qualitative study’ to identify gap areas in the existing education framework.

	5. SCOPE

5.1 Information/data collection based on the existing structured questionnaire.
5.2 Conduct a Risk analysis in higher education.
5.3 Conduct visits to collect information/data. 

	6. METHODOLOGY

The research project will follow a structured methodology that includes, but not limited to, the following:
a) Collection of feedback through the circulation of structured questionnaires to obtain relevant information/data from experts.
b) Conduct interviews with experts/auditors and have focus point discussions on important aspects. 
c) Conduct visits to top tier education institutes (two from each general education, vocational education and technical education) and collect information/data as covered under 5 above. 
d) Focused discussions with experts in education institutes to analyze and comparative analysis of the information/data collected.
e) Prepare a study report on the basis of findings and data collected as covered in scope (para 5). 

	7. DELIVERABLES

7.1 An analytical report containing information/data as mentioned in para 5 and append evidence containing statements, questionnaire, details of interviews, outcome of consultation with experts and data collected during literature review and visits.

7.2 Hard copies as well as soft copies of the report shall be submitted within the timeframe.


	8. TIMELINE AND METHOD OF PROGRESS REVIEW
 
8.1 The time frame for completing the study and submitting the report is 4 months from the date of the award of the project.
8.2 Stage wise timelines:

	Stage 
	Time from date of award of research project
	Progress of work

	Stage 1
	Within 45 days
	Completion of circulation of existing structured questionnaires

	Stage 2
	46-75 days
	Completion of field visit, expert interviews, focus point discussion

	Stage 3
	60-90 days
	Submission of draft research report to BIS for evaluations and recommendations by TC.

	Stage 4
	91-120 days
	Submission of final report




	
8.3 In case of delay in the submission of the report at any stage, the justification shall be given by the expert organization for consideration.
8.4 The researcher shall comply with the provisions given in the ‘Guidelines for Research & Development Projects for Formulation and Review of Standards’ Doc no. SCMD/R&D Guidelines/20230909. 
8.5 The researcher taking up the project shall clear all doubts on provisions of research including ToR and BIS guidelines before acceptance.
9. BIS SUPPORT

9.1 BIS will provide access to the latest editions of Indian and International Standards and available literature. 
9.2 BIS will facilitate assistance and introduce the research project to research organizations, government departments, and education institutes.

	10. NODAL PERSON
Priyanka Singh
Sc-B/AD & Member Secretary, SSD 14
Services Sector Department
Bureau of Indian Standards




