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40. What is “Highly Specialized Equipment” (HSE) and is it covered by this 

order? 
 

Highly Specialized Equipment (HSE), as per the criteria given below, shall 

stand exempted from the application of this Order provided they are 

manufactured / imported in less than 100 units per model per year – 
 

a. Equipment Powered by Three phase power supply, or 
 

b. Equipment Powered by Single phase power supply with current rating  

 
     exceeding 16 Ampere, or 

 
c. Equipment with dimensions exceeding 1.5 m x 0.8 m, or 
 
d. Equipment with weight exceeding 80 Kg. 
 

 
41. What kind of batteries are covered under the Order? 
 

The scope of coverage is as defined in the clause 1.1 of the standard IS 16406. 

This is deemed to cover rechargeable batteries / single cells (other than button) 

like Lithium ion batteries, Nickel-Cadmium and Nickel-Metal Hydride cells. 
 
42. Would cells and batteries require to be independently registered? 
 

These items are required to be independently registered. However, a battery 

using registered cells would only list cells in the CDF of the battery and testing 

on registered cell is not expected to be done as part of battery. 
 
43. What is implied by cells of same construction design in series guidelines 

issued by MeitY? 
 

Cells of same construction design means the shape in which these cells are 

normally available, i.e. “Cylindrical”, “Prismatic”, etc. 
 
44. What is the definition of portable application? Batteries, cells, power 

banks themselves are portable but they can be used in non-portable 

devices laptop, mobile phone, etc. 
 

It is clearly defined in clause 1.3.14 of the standard IS 16046 :applicable to 

Secondary Cells/ Batteries. As per the definition "a battery for use in a device 

or appliance which is conveniently hand carried is a portable battery and cells  















  
 

 

Haworth India Private Limited, 

3rd Floor, White House, #522/2 

CMH Road, Indiranagar 1st 

Stage, Bangalore 560008, India 

T +91 80679 77600 

haworth.com/ap 

Info.IN@Haworth.com 

 

Haworth (India) Private Limited is incorporated in India under the  Companies Act ,1956 with 

Corporate Identity Number (CIN)  U36101PN1997 PTC130736. 

 

 

Dated: - 30.04.2024 
 
To,  
The Joint Secretary, 
Ministry of Textiles, 
Udyog Bhawan, New Delhi. 
 
 
Subject: -  Authorization Letter to Represent the BIS Related issues for Import of  

Upholstered Composites Used for Non-Domestic Furniture – (IS 15768:2008)– reg.  
 

 
Respected Sir / Madam, 
 
 
We do hereby authorize Mr. Vikrant Gogia - Managing Director, M/s. Group a Logistics India Pvt. 
Ltd., to represent and submit documents on our behalf pertain to BIS issues for Import of 
Upholstered Composites Used for Non-Domestic Furniture. 
 
 
Your kind cooperation in this regard will be highly appreciated. 
 
 
Thanking You,  
Yours faithfully 
 
For, 
HAWORTH INDIA PVT LTD., 
 

 
 
Name: Ketki Bajpai  
Designation: National Manager Logistics 
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Dated: - 29.04.2024 
 
To,  
The Joint Secretary, 
Ministry of Textiles, 
Udyog Bhawan, New Delhi. 
 
Subject:- Clarification / Classification of Upholstered Composites Used for Non-Domestic 
Furniture – BIS Standard 15768:2008 – Applicability on Imported Upholstered Furniture 
Clarification – reg.  
 
Respected Sir / Madam, 
 

1) This has reference to the Protective Textiles (Quality Control) Order, 2022 dated 10th April 
2023 for Serial No. 2 (Upholstered Composites used for Non-Domestic Furniture) as per 
Indian Standard IS 15768 : 2008. The copy of the said order is enclosed herewith further, it 
may be perused at Ministry of Textiles website (https://texmin.nic.in/notification) and same 
is implemented w.e.f. 07th October 2023 as per amended notification dated – 24th May 2023. 
 

2) Several Users / Importers of Office Furniture & Furniture Parts covered under HS Code – 
9401 and 9403 are suffering for Import clearances.  
 

3) We have been observed that the said standard is applicable to the textiles and upholstered 
composites which are used in manufacture of Non-domestic Furniture. Hence the CCR 
instructions in the HS Code 9401 & 9403 seem to be erroneous.  
 

4) The perusal of Annex-A to the Product manual for IS 15768:2008 (which provides the 
Guidelines for Grant of License under this standard and wherein details to be provided by 
manufactures of Textiles have been specified. Further clarifies that the standard is applicable 
only to the Textile and not Furniture or Parts of Furniture.  
 

5) Upholstered Composites used for Non-Domestic Furniture applications have submitted that 
they use / import several types of Upholstered composites from many countries. And 
Importers in India does not able to arrange BIS from Supplier / Manufacturer for every types 
of Fabrics. Even supplier / Manufacturer of Furniture also imported the Upholstered 
Composites from many countries.  
 

6) According to Shipper / Manufacturers the Upholstery Composites are pre-certified as per 
International Standards. Hence it may not be mandatory for certifications. The detailed 
information has been provided in Serial No. 7 & Serial No. 8 as per BIS FAQs. 
 

7) International Standard pre-certified for manufacturing of Furniture & Furniture Parts as per 
below:-  
 

mailto:Info.IN@Haworth.com
https://texmin.nic.in/notification
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Goods or 
Article 

Title of Standards Indian 
Standard 

International 
Standard 

International Standard 
Country Details 

Upholstered 
Composites used 
for Non-domestic 
Furniture 

Textiles – Resistance to Ignition 
of Upholstered Composites used 
for non-domestic furniture - 
Specification 

IS 15768 
: 2008 

British Standard 
– BS 7176 : 
1995 

This British Standard 
specifies requirements for the 
resistance to ignition of 
upholstered furniture used for 
seating when tested in 
accordance with BS 5852, BS 
EN 1021-1 or BS EN 1021-2, 
as appropriate. 

Furniture – 
Strength, 
Durablility and 
safety – 
Requirements for 
Non-domestic 
seating 

a) This European 
Standard specifies 
requirements for the 
safety, strength and 
durability of all types 
of nondomestic seating 
intended to be used by 
adults with a weight of 
not more than 110 kg, 
including office visitor 
chairs. 

 
b) This European 

Standard does not 
apply to ranked 
seating, office work 
chairs, chairs for 
educational 
institutions, outdoor 
seating and to links for 
linked seating for 
which European 
Standards or drafts 
exist. It does also not 
apply to work chairs 
for industrial use. 

IS 15768 
: 2008 

EN 16139 CEN members are the 
national standards bodies of 
Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, 
Croatia, Cyprus, Czech 
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, 
Finland, Former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia, 
France, Germany, Greece, 
Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, 
Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Luxembourg, Malta, 
Netherlands, Norway, Poland, 
Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, 
Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, 
Switzerland, Turkey and 
United 
Kingdom. 

Furniture – 
Assessment of 

As per GB 17927.2-2011 
GB 

IS 15768 
: 2008 

International 
Standard – ISI 

NATIONAL STANDARD 
OF THE 
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the Ignitability of 
Upholstered 
Furniture 

NATIONAL STANDARD OF 
THE 
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF 
CHINA, The tests measures only 
the ignitability of a combination 
of materials used in upholstered 
seating and not the ignitability of 
a particular finished item of 
furniture incorporation these 
materials.  

8191-1  PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF 
CHINA 

Furniture – 
Assessment of 
the Ignitability of 
Upholstered 
Furniture 

As per GB 17927.2-2011 
GB 
NATIONAL STANDARD OF 
THE 
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF 
CHINA, The tests measures only 
the ignitability of a combination 
of materials used in upholstered 
seating and not the ignitability of 
a particular finished item of 
furniture incorporation these 
materials.  

IS 15768 
: 2008 

International 
Standard – ISI 
8191-2  

NATIONAL STANDARD 
OF THE 
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF 
CHINA 

8) As per BIS – FAQs (Updated (Revision 12): June 2018) Serial No. 48 of Part - I : Generic 
Issues”-  
Are the plugs and sockets conforming to other International Standards acceptable?  

 

The plugs/sockets may be pre-certified to international standards. However, the configuration 

and dimensions of pins of sockets and plugs or plug part of products with built-in plugs should 

be as per the current edition of IS : 1293. However, ISI marking on plugs and sockets is not 

mandatory. 

 

 

9) This British Standard BS 7176:2007 specifies requirements for the resistance to ignition of 
upholstered furniture used for seating when tested in accordance with BS 5852, BS EN 1021-1 
or BS EN 1021-2, as appropriate.  
 

10) As per Note 1 of BS 7176:2007, It should be noted that in BS 5852:2006, Clause 11, materials 
used for upholstery are tested as a composite, in a realistic arrangement, on a test rig 
(simulating the junction between an upholstered seat and upholstered back) rather than on a 
complete item of furniture. Individual covers and fillings cannot be assessed separately by this 
method of test. BS 5852 includes advice on the limitations of the use of the test results and 
their significance in relation to real fires. 
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11) As per European Standard – EN 16139 - The European Standard does not apply to ranked 
seating, office work chairs, chairs for educational institutions, outdoor seating and to links for 
linked seating for which European Standards or drafts exist. It does also not apply to work 
chairs for industrial use. 
 

12) The CCR Instructions pertaining to the IS 15768:2008 may be made applicable to Textiles & 
Textiles Articles covered under CTH 52, 54, 55 & 58 instead of Furniture and Furniture parts 
covered under CTH 9401, 9403.  
 

13) It is requested that the above clarification may be sent to all Customs Authorities so that 
clearance of Imported consignments is facilitated. 
 
Enclosed:-  
 
1. Protective Textile (Quality Control) Order 2022 Copy 
2. Product Manual of IS 15768 : 2008 along with Annex - A 
3. IS 15768 : 2008 Copy  
4. European Standard EN 16139 copy  
5. China Standard  - GB 17927 along with ISO 8191-1 & ISO 8191-2 copy 
6. BIS FAQ’s – Page No. 1, 10 & 11 Copy 
7. British Standard – BS 7176 : 2007 Copy 

 
Thanking You,  
Yours faithfully 
 

For, HAWORTH INDIA PVT LTD., 
 

 
 
Name: Ketki Bajpai  
Designation: National Manager Logistics 
 

 



        

 

 

 

 

TEKNION  FURNITURE SYSTEMS (INDIA) PVT LTD 
(CIN : U36101KA2005PTC036258) 
Office & Showroom 
Unit # G8-9, Red Cross Bhavan,   
26 Race Course Road, 
Bangalore – 560001 
 
Registered Office: 
Unit # 8, 2nd Main, 9th Cross, 
Indiranagar, Ist Stage, 
Bangalore - 560038 

Telephone 080 – 4549 7600 
Fax: 080 – 4549 7603 
Email enquiry.india@teknion.com 
 

 

 
To,                                                                                                                 Dated:- 26.04.2024 
The Joint Secretary, 
Ministry of Textiles, 
Udyog Bhawan, New Delhi. 
 
 
Subject: -  Authorization Letter to Represent the BIS Related issues for Import of  
Upholstered Composites Used for Non-Domestic Furniture – (IS 15768:2008)– reg.  
 
Respected Sir / Madam, 
 
We do hereby authorize Mr. Vikrant Gogia - Managing Director, M/s. Group a Logistics India Pvt. 
Ltd., to represent and submit documents on our behalf pertain to BIS issues for Import of 
Upholstered Composites Used for Non-Domestic Furniture. 
 
Your kind cooperation in this regard will be highly appreciated. 
 
Thanking you, 
 
Yours truly, 
For Teknion Furniture system (India) Pvt Ltd 
 
 
 
 
Authorized Signatory 
Name of Authorized Signatory: Nataraj Dev 
Designation: Director of Operations 
Mobile No.: 9845900665 
Email ID: Nataraj.Dev@teknion.com 
 
 



 
 
 

Dated:- 26.04.2024 
 
To,  
The Joint Secretary, 
Ministry of Textiles, 
Udyog Bhawan, New Delhi. 
 
Subject:- Clarification / Classification of Upholstered Composites Used for Non-Domestic 
Furniture – BIS Standard 15768:2008 – Applicability on Imported Upholstered Furniture 
Clarification – reg.  
 
Respected Sir / Madam, 
 

1) This has reference to the Protective Textiles (Quality Control) Order, 2022 dated 10th April 2023 
for Serial No. 2 (Upholstered Composites used for Non-Domestic Furniture) as per Indian 
Standard IS 15768 : 2008. The copy of the said order is enclosed herewith further, it may be 
perused at Ministry of Textiles website (https://texmin.nic.in/notification) and same is 
implemented w.e.f. 07th October 2023 as per amended notification dated – 24th May 2023. 
 

2) Several Users / Importers of Office Furniture & Furniture Parts covered under HS Code – 9401 
and 9403 are suffering for Import clearances.  
 

3) We have been observed that the said standard is applicable to the textiles and upholstered 
composites which are used in manufacture of Non-domestic Furniture. Hence the CCR 
instructions in the HS Code 9401 & 9403 seem to be erroneous.  
 

4) The perusal of Annex-A to the Product manual for IS 15768:2008 (which provides the 
Guidelines for Grant of License under this standard and wherein details to be provided by 
manufactures of Textiles have been specified. Further clarifies that the standard is applicable 
only to the Textile and not Furniture or Parts of Furniture.  
 

5) Upholstered Composites used for Non-Domestic Furniture applications have submitted that they 
use / import several types of Upholstered composites from many countries. And Importers in 
India does not able to arrange BIS from Supplier / Manufacturer for every types of Fabrics. Even 
supplier / Manufacturer of Furniture also imported the Upholstered Composites from many 
countries.  
 

6) According to Shipper / Manufacturers the Upholstery Composites are pre-certified as per 
International Standards. Hence it may not be mandatory for certifications. The detailed 
information has been provided in Serial No. 7 & Serial No. 8 as per BIS FAQs. 
 

7) International Standard pre-certified for manufacturing of Furniture & Furniture Parts as per 
below:-  
 
 
 
 

 
 



Goods or Article Title of Standards Indian 
Standard 

International 
Standard 

International Standard 
Country Details 

Upholstered 
Composites used 
for Non-domestic 
Furniture 

Textiles – Resistance to Ignition 
of Upholstered Composites used 
for non-domestic furniture - 
Specification 

IS 15768 
: 2008 

British Standard 
– BS 7176 : 
1995 

This British Standard 
specifies requirements for the 
resistance to ignition of 
upholstered furniture used for 
seating when tested in 
accordance with BS 5852, BS 
EN 1021-1 or BS EN 1021-2, 
as appropriate. 

Furniture – 
Strength, 
Durablility and 
safety – 
Requirements for 
Non-domestic 
seating 

a) This European Standard 
specifies requirements 
for the safety, strength 
and durability of all 
types of nondomestic 
seating intended to be 
used by adults with a 
weight of not more than 
110 kg, including office 
visitor chairs. 

 
b) This European Standard 

does not apply to ranked 
seating, office work 
chairs, chairs for 
educational institutions, 
outdoor seating and to 
links for linked seating 
for which European 
Standards or drafts exist. 
It does also not apply to 
work chairs for industrial 
use. 

IS 15768 
: 2008 

EN 16139 CEN members are the 
national standards bodies of 
Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, 
Croatia, Cyprus, Czech 
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, 
Finland, Former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia, 
France, Germany, Greece, 
Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, 
Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Luxembourg, Malta, 
Netherlands, Norway, Poland, 
Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, 
Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, 
Switzerland, Turkey and 
United 
Kingdom. 

Furniture – 
Assessment of 
the Ignitability of 
Upholstered 
Furniture 

As per GB 17927.2-2011 
GB 
NATIONAL STANDARD OF 
THE 
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF 
CHINA, The tests measures only 
the ignitability of a combination 
of materials used in upholstered 
seating and not the ignitability of 
a particular finished item of 
furniture incorporation these 
materials.  

IS 15768 
: 2008 

International 
Standard – ISI 
8191-1  

NATIONAL STANDARD OF 
THE 
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF 
CHINA 

Furniture – 
Assessment of 
the Ignitability of 
Upholstered 
Furniture 

As per GB 17927.2-2011 
GB 
NATIONAL STANDARD OF 
THE 
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF 
CHINA, The tests measures only 
the ignitability of a combination 
of materials used in upholstered 
seating and not the ignitability of 
a particular finished item of 
furniture incorporation these 
materials.  

IS 15768 
: 2008 

International 
Standard – ISI 
8191-2  

NATIONAL STANDARD OF 
THE 
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF 
CHINA 



8) As per BIS – FAQs (Updated (Revision 12): June 2018) Serial No. 48 of Part - I : Generic 
Issues”-  
Are the plugs and sockets conforming to other International Standards acceptable?  
 
The plugs/sockets may be pre-certified to international standards. However, the configuration 
and dimensions of pins of sockets and plugs or plug part of products with built-in plugs should 
be as per the current edition of IS : 1293. However, ISI marking on plugs and sockets is not 
mandatory. 
 
 

9) This British Standard BS 7176:2007 specifies requirements for the resistance to ignition of 
upholstered furniture used for seating when tested in accordance with BS 5852, BS EN 1021-1 
or BS EN 1021-2, as appropriate.  
 

10) As per Note 1 of BS 7176:2007, It should be noted that in BS 5852:2006, Clause 11, materials 
used for upholstery are tested as a composite, in a realistic arrangement, on a test rig (simulating 
the junction between an upholstered seat and upholstered back) rather than on a complete item of 
furniture. Individual covers and fillings cannot be assessed separately by this method of test. BS 
5852 includes advice on the limitations of the use of the test results and their significance in 
relation to real fires. 
 

11) As per European Standard – EN 16139 - The European Standard does not apply to ranked 
seating, office work chairs, chairs for educational institutions, outdoor seating and to links for 
linked seating for which European Standards or drafts exist. It does also not apply to work chairs 
for industrial use. 
 

12) The CCR Instructions pertaining to the IS 15768:2008 may be made applicable to Textiles & 
Textiles Articles covered under CTH 52, 54, 55 & 58 instead of Furniture and Furniture parts 
covered under CTH 9401, 9403.  
 

13) It is requested that the above clarification may be sent to all Customs Authorities so that 
clearance of Imported consignments is facilitated. 
 
Enclosed:-  
 
1. Protective Textile (Quality Control) Order 2022 Copy 
2. Product Manual of IS 15768 : 2008 along with Annex - A 
3. IS 15768 : 2008 Copy  
4. European Standard EN 16139 copy  
5. China Standard  - GB 17927 along with ISO 8191-1 & ISO 8191-2 copy 
6. BIS FAQ’s – Page No. 1, 10 & 11 Copy 
7. British Standard – BS 7176 : 2007 Copy 

 
Thanking you, 
 
For Teknion Furniture Systems (India) Pvt Ltd 
 
 
Authorized Signatory 
Name of Authorized Signatory : Nataraj Dev 
Designation Director of Operations – India 
Mobile No. 9845900665 
Email ID : 
 



TEKNION  FURNITURE SYSTEMS (INDIA) PVT LTD 
(CIN : U36101KA2005PTC036258) 
Office & Showroom 
Unit # G8-9, Red Cross Bhavan,   
26 Race Course Road, 
Bangalore – 560001 
 
Registered Office: 
Unit # 8, 2nd Main, 9th Cross, 
Indiranagar, Ist Stage, 
Bangalore - 560038 

Telephone 080 – 4549 7600 
Fax: 080 – 4549 7603 
Email enquiry.india@teknion.com 
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